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(13) But when Our light-giving messages came unto them,
they said" This is clearly [but] spellbinding deception!" (14)-

and in their wickedness and self- exaltation they rejected
them, although their minds were convinced of their truth:
and behold what happened in the end to those spreaders of

corruption! (15) AND INDEED, We granted [true] knowledge

unto David and Solomon [as well]; and both were wont to
say:" All praise is due to God, who has [thus] favoured us
above many of His believing servants!"

(16) And [in this insight] Solomon was [truly] David's heir;

and he would say:" O you people! We have been taught the
speech of birds, and have been given [in abundance] of all
[good] things; this, behold, is indeed a manifest favour [from

God]!" (17) And [one day] there were assembled before
Solomon his hosts of invisible beings, and of men. And of
birds: and then they were led forth in orderly ranks. (18) Till,

when they came upon a valley [full] of ants, an ant
exclaimed:" O you ants! Get into your dwellings, lest
Solomon and his hosts crush you without [even] being
aware [of you]!" (19) Thereupon [Solomon] smiled joyously
at her words, and said:" O my Sustainer! Inspire me so that
I may forever be grateful for those blessings of Thine with
which. Thou hast graced me and my parents,(17) and that |
may do what is right [in a manner] that will please. Thee;
and include me, by Thy grace, among Thy righteous
servants!"

17-In this instance, Solomon evidently refers to his own

understanding and admiration of nature (cf.38:31-33 and

the corresponding notes) as well as to his loving

compassion for the humblest of God's creatures, as a great

divine blessing: and this is the Qur'anic moral of the
legendary story of the ant.

And among the rebellious forces {which We made
subservient to him] there were some that dived for him [into
the sea] and performed other works besides: but it was We
who kept watch over them.(82) And [remember] Job, when
he cried out to his Sustainer,"Affliction has befallen me: but
Thou art the most merciful of the merciful!"-
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82- In this as well as in several other passages relating to Solomon, the Qur'an alludes to the many poetic legends

which were associated with his name since early antiquity and has become part and parcel of Judaeo-Christian and
Arabian lore long before the advent of Islam. Although it is undoubtedly possible to interpret such passages in a
"rationalistic" manner, | do not think that this is really necessary. Because they were so deeply ingrained in the
imagination of the people to whom the Qur'an addressed itself in the first instance, these legendary accounts of
Solomon's wisdom and magic powers bad acquired a cultural reality of their own and were, therefore, eminently
suited to serve as a medium for the parabolic exposition of certain ethical truths with which this book is concerned:
and so, without denying or confirming their mythical character, the Qur'an uses them as a foil for the idea that God
is the ultimate source of all human power and glory, and that all achievements of human ingenuity, even though
they may sometimes border on the miraculous, are but an expression of His transcendental creativity.
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